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A M o nt hl y P ub l i ca t i on
from CMDA

Attorney Recipient of Up & Coming Lawyer Award

W

e are pl eased to announce that
Susan Lumetta, an attorney in our
Livonia office, has been recognized by
Michigan Lawyers Weekly with their Up
& Coming Lawyer award.

Sus a n Lumetta

Michigan Lawyers Weekly is a weekly
publication that provides legal news, including rulings, ver dicts, settl ements,
opinions and discipline matters to attorneys throughout the state of Michigan.

According to Michigan Lawyers Weekly, the 20 attorneys chosen “have practiced law for 10 years or less, yet have already
distinguished themselves in the practice of law, and appear
poised for even greater things. They were chosen for their noteworthy cases, unique practice areas, and interesting community or bar association efforts.”

Since joining CMDA after graduating from law school in 2007,
Ms. Lumetta’s practice has mostly concentrated on appellate
work. She explains, “I really like the analytical nature and
problem-solving that goes into brief writing. I enjoy trying to
come up with new takes on arguments and the possibility of
influencing the law in front of a three-judge appellate panel in
the Michigan and Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.” She has served
as lead counsel in numerous appeals and has been consulted
or advised in many others. Her appellate cases focus on various aspects of municipal law, employment law, insurance law
and general tort law.
Please join us in congratulating Ms. Lumetta on being a recipient of this award.
Ms . Lumetta c a n be r ea ched at (73 4 ) 2 6 1 -2 4 0 0 or
slumetta@cmda-law.com.

What is the Difference between
Trial Attorneys and Appellate Attorneys?

I

n last month’s newsletter Ms. Daley
explained the difference between the
trial courts and appellate courts. In
this month’s newsletter she will explain
the difference between trial a ttorneys
and appellate attorneys.

attorney. On appeal, on the other hand, a lawyer with strong
writing, research and logic skills can literally mean the difference between winning and losing. Experience working with and
appearing before appellate judges again and again also builds
the judgment and wisdom necessary to evaluate what issues, if
any, are likely to be successful on appeal.

To be effective in an appeal, an attorney
needs to use very differ ent skills than
those skills necessary for a successful
Ka ren M. Da l ey
trial. Gathering evidence, interviewing
witnesses, cross-examining adverse parties and making a passionate, often emotional argument are the key skills of a trial

In an appeal, an appellate attorney must (1) gain a thorough
understanding of what was actually presented to the trial court;
(2) research the relevant statutes, regulations and court decisions in other cases; (3) prepare a concise written brief to be
reviewed by a panel of judges and their la w clerks and (4 ) be
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CMDA Happenings
Attorney Chosen as Top Lawyer
Each year Traverse City’s newspaper,
The Record-Eagle, invites their readers to vote for thei r favorite busines ses, s ervic es and plac es in the
Grand Traverse area. Haider Kazim,
an attorney in our Traverse City office, was selected by the readers as
the Top La w y er i n t h e G r a n d
Tr a ver s e Ar ea .

Attorneys Support COTS
La st month attor neys Ei leen Husba nd a nd Li nda Davis
Friedland from our Livonia office attended the COTS Leading
Ladies Luncheon held at the A. Alfred Taubman Center for
Design Education in Detroit. The event benefited the Coalition on Temporary Shelter (COTS).

Ha i der A. Ka zi m

Attorney Elected to Belle Isle Conservancy
Ethan Vinson, a partner in our Livonia offic e, has been elected to the
Board of Directors of the Belle Isle
Conservancy.
The Belle Isle Conservancy was recently created by four non-profit organizations (Fr iends of Belle Is le,
Belle Isle Botanical Society, Belle Isle
Women’s Committee and Friends of
Etha n Vi ns on
the Bell e Is le Aquar ium) j oi ni ng
forces to become stronger as one. Mr. Vinson served as Vice
President of Friends of Belle Isle.
The Belle Isle Conservancy’s mission is to protect, preserve,
restore and enhance the natural environments, historic structures and unique character of Detroit’s Belle Isle as a public
park for the enjoyment of all.

Annually, COTS serves approximately 2 ,000 Detr oit a rea
homeless people in its emergency shelter and approximately
450 individuals and families in its transitional and permanent housing programs.
Employee Volunteers at DTE Energy Gardens
Last month Melissa Cauchi from the Firm’s accounting department volunteered with
her son and Cub Scout
Pack 1738 at the DTE
Energy Ga rdens i n
Farmington Hills. The
sc outs , thei r pa rents
a nd si bli ngs pi c ked
1,400 pounds of tomatoes that were donated
to Gleaners Community Members of Pa ck 1738 from Hul s i ng
El ementa ry School i n Ca nton
Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan.
DTE Energy has ten community gardens around Metro Detroit. The produce grown in the gardens is delivered to Gleaners and then distributed to those in need.

What is the Difference between Trial Attorneys and Appellate Attorneys? (cont.)
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able to have an in-depth dialog with the appellate court about
the case and how the law should be developed in that area. An
appellate attorney is able to limit his or her review of the case
to only what is contained in the record, just as the appellate
court will do. A trial attorney who took depositions, interviewed
the witnesses and investigated the case before trial can very
easily lose track of exactly what the trial court heard on the
record and what the trial attorney knows really happened. An
appellate attorney is able to look at the case from a new prospective with a “fresh set of eyes.” An appellate attorney also
provides valuable support to trial attorneys:

preserving legal issues in the record. Appellate attorneys are
also able to research and write motions and briefs regarding
evidentiary issues that arise during trial.
After the Trial - Even where it is clear that the trial judge will
deny a motion for new trial, using an appellate attorney to
prepare a thorough and effecti ve motion can impr ove the
chances of a favorable appeal or settlement offer.

Before the Trial - Appellate attorneys research and analyze key
issues of the law and write briefs for dispositive motions. Effective research and briefing in the trial court can often mean
the difference between ultimate success and failure on appeal.
During the Trial - A trial lawyer can better focus on the flow of
the trial if an appellate attorney is there to focus on issues of

Ka ren M. Da l ey

If you would like additional information on our appellate department and all the services that they can provide, please
contact Ms. Daley at (734) 261-2400 or kdaley@cmda-law.com.

Karen M. Daley is an attorney in our Livonia office where she
concentrates her practice on appellate law and municipal law.
She ca n be reached a t (7 34) 261 -24 00 or kdaley@ cmdalaw.com.
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Community College Corner

C

ommunity Colleges should be aware
of curr ent l egisl ation before the
Michi gan Senate that will negatively
affect community college budgets. Senate Bi ll 34 seeks to exempt personal
property tax from collection under the
General Tax Act. Personal property tax
is a tax on physical goods, as opposed
to real property - including commercial equipment, industrial machinery,
Pa tri ck R. Sturdy
gas and electric transmission and distribution equipment or similar property. This tax is assessed
on commercial, industrial and utility property; personal and
agricultural personal property is exempt.
Community colleges receive a portion of their funding from
personal proper ty tax as assessed through l ocal millages.
While the specific cut each community college would suffer
depends upon the taxable value of personal property within

their districts, as well as local millage rages, it is estimated
that elimination of the personal property tax would result in
lost revenue of $48.6 million dollars to community colleges.
Funding for community colleges comes from three primary
sources: state aid, tuition and fees and property tax revenue
(real and personal). Community colleges have faced shrinking
budgets over the last several years as state aid has dramatically decreased. Shortfalls in the budget have been managed
through tuition increases and cuts in programs, faculty and
staff. Further cuts in funding sources for community colleges
could mean additional tuition increases, and the elimination
of additional services, staff and faculty. Accordingly, community colleges should be aware of this potential loss of funding
as they begin to prepare their budgets in the coming year.
If you have any questions about what you have read or want
additional information, Mr. Sturdy can be reached at (734)
261-2400 or psturdy@cmda-law.com.

A New Approach: The Collaborative Divorce

C

arla Testani, a family law attorney
in our Livonia office, has spent the
l as t 1 3 year s gui ding her c li ents
through the divorce process and has
notic ed a c ommon s entiment – the
courthous e is not the ideal place to
solve issues surrounding the breakup
of a family. Family Court is no different than any other court; in that, the
Ca rl a G. Tes ta ni
process is adversarial in nature and
focuses on winning arguments rather than resolving issues.
For that r eason, domestic liti gation can be inefficient and
unnecessarily expensive. Often, both husband and wife are
left feeling disappointed and disconnected from the decisions
imposed by the judge, which may not be either party’s idea of
what will work for their family.
Collaborative Practice is a fairly new process designed to
address the need for an effective way to resolve family disputes while preserving the parties’ relationships with one
another as much as possible. In the Collaborative Divorce, a
team of professionals is developed to help the family through
the emotional, legal and financial aspects of a divorce. The
clients and their respective collaboratively-trained attorneys
sign an agreement to reach a settlement before turning to the
court to grant the divorce. Depending upon the case, the team

may also include other professionals such as coaches, financial planners, child specialists or a mediator.
Although not appropriate for every divorce (and certainly not
for those cases involving domestic violence), the Collaborative approach has many advantages to traditional litigation.
Through a series of team meetings, the parties become invested in reaching a resolution to their case tha t puts the
children’s needs in the center of their decisions. Often, through
team meetings, the parties develop a new way to communicate post-marriage and develop skills to help them effectively
co-parent their children in the future. Using the Collaborative
method, the parties control the timing and goals of the process, which results in less stress and allows the parties to
make well-reasoned decisions. Finally, the overall costs are
reduced because less time is lost at work, discovery of information is more efficient and the parties are invested in the
outcome so they are less likely to return to court in the months
and years following the divorce.
For more information about the Collaborative Process or other
domestic issues, contact Carla Testani.
Carla G. Testani is an attorney in our Livonia office where she
concentrates her practice on family law matters. She can be
reached at (734) 261-2400 or ctestani@cmda-law.com.

3

C UMMING S , M C C LOREY , D AVIS & ACH O

Office Locations
Li voni a

33900 School cra ft Roa d
Li voni a , MI 48150
Tel ephone: 734.261.2400
Fa cs i mi l e: 734.261.4510

Gr a nd Ra pi ds

2851 Cha rl evoi x Dri ve, S.E.
Sui te 327
Gra nd Ra pi ds , MI 49546
Tel ephone: 616.975.7470
Fa cs i mi l e: 616.975.7471

Ster l i ng Hei ghts

43409 Schoenherr Roa d
Sterli ng Hei ghts , MI 48313
Tel ephone: 586.731.5000
Fa cs i mi l e: 586.803.1034

Tr a ver s e Ci ty

125 Pa rk Street
Sui te 415
Tra vers e Ci ty, MI 49684
Tel ephone: 231.922.1888
Fa cs i mi l e: 231.922.9888

CALIFORNIA

GHANA

Ri ver s i de

3801 Uni vers i ty Avenue
Sui te 560
Ri vers i de, CA 92501
Tel ephone: 951.276.4420
Fa cs i mi l e: 951.276.4405

Ac c r a , Gha na

P.O. Box 12556
Accra , Gha na
Tel ephone: +223-21-224260
Facs imi le: +233-21-232262

MISSOURI

On La w i s a mo nthl y pu bl i ca ti o n from
C um mi ngs, McC l or ey, Da vi s & Ach o, P.L .C .
Com ments and q uestio ns re gardin g spe cific artic les shoul d be addr esse d to the atten tion of
th e c ontr ibu tin g wr ite r. Rem arks c once rni ng
misce llaneous features should b e address ed to
the atte ntio n of Jenni fer Sherm an.

CMDA- On Law

Ka ns a s Ci ty

The Pa l a ce Bui l di ng
1150 Gra nd Bl vd. Sui te 270
Ka ns a s Ci ty, MO 64106
Tel ephone: 816.842.1880
Fa cs i mi l e: 816.842.0046

www.fa cebook.com
twi tter.com/CMDALAW

33900 School cra ft Roa d
Li voni a , Mi chi ga n 48150
(734) 261-2400
www.cmda -l a w.com
E-Ma i l : js herman@cmda-la w.com

Editor-in-Chief/
Graphic Designer:

Our Vi si on
To meld our legal expertise, professional
support staff, technical resources and
variety of locations to deliver first rate
legal services at a fair value to a full
range of business, municipal, insurance
and individual clients.

Jen ni fe r L. S he rma n
On Law is intende d for informationa l purposes
only and should not be used as a substitute for
individual legal advice. Please consult an attorney regarding your particular situation.
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